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Paper Introduction
The specification continues to be a very popular course as teachers and schools recognise 
the benefits of an examinable course that both interests and educates young people. The 
variety of choice within the new specification allows teachers to teach the course that most 
suits their students and as such the examination is unique.

Candidates produced some very interesting answers to the questions posed. The increase 
mean on this paper indicates that candidates have increased the maturity of their responses 
when answering the questions. Candidates have not only studied the topic but importantly 
have linked them to their everyday life and the society around them.

Unit 3 covers Roman Catholic Christianity and explores the issues that Catholics and other 
Christians consider in daily life. The course engages the interest of young people and it 
addresses many moral and spiritual issues affecting young people today, and it fulfils the 
requirements for the present Key Stage 4 curriculum directory for Religious Education.

It was especially pleasing to see that candidates were making relevant use of contemporary 
issues in their responses.

The candidates have achieved a wide range of performance levels as would be expected 
from an examination with mainly whole cohort entry. 

The mean on this paper showed a slight increase from last year possibly as a result of 
Year 11 only entry. However, it might also be as a result of increased awareness of exam 
technique.
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Question 1 (a) (b) (c) (d)
a) Questions asked for either a definition or examples. 1a asks for a definition of natural 
evil. Examples without the definition were only awarded partial marks as per the mark 
scheme.

b) This was about whether people should have a religious upbringing. Answers describing 
a religious upbringing which did not link to the question asked gained no marks. Answers 
needed to include a personal opinion and better candidates used examples from religious 
texts as development of opinion. 

c) This question required candidates to outline how religious experiences lead to belief in 
God. Most candidates were able to describe religious experiences but many did not link them 
to belief in God. There were some excellent responses showing that many teachers were 
introducing candidates to modern and AS style religious arguments. 

d) The question needed candidates to evaluate a statement about whether suffering is proof 
that God does not exist. It was possible to use a wide range of material to respond to the 
question. Many candidates concentrated on the inconsistent triad and gave well thought out 
responses. Some found the justification for suffering more difficult. Most candidates are now 
familiar with the layout of the d question and were able to state their own opinion and give 
reasons for it in di) and give an opposite view in dii).

This question 1abcd is an example of a candidate who did not know key terms and in b and c 
gave only brief and simple reasons.
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a) Incorrect answer therefore zero marks

b) The candidate has given two brief reasons – 2 marks

This answer starts with good technique as it begins with personal opinion. Then the 
candidate gives a reason

•	 ‘Free will everyone have a choice’- this gains one mark as one brief reason.

•	 A second brief reason is given: ‘then can carry on when they are older.’

This is an example of someone who is undecided and this is acceptable as they 
have stated I in both points.

c) The candidate has reached level 2 – 4 marks by using two brief ways

•	 ‘Who else could have given it but God …and therefore they believe’ is a simple 
reason. The second point does not add anything. 

•	 The middle paragraph does not answer the question

•	 ‘Only God is powerful enough to make religious experiences’. Second brief way

In this case the candidate’s communication is understandable so they will get the 
higher of the 2 marks within level 2 - 4 Marks

d) (i) Two brief reasons – 2 marks

•	 A personal opinion is indicated and the candidate provides a reason ‘why would 
an omnipotent God allow suffering.’

•	 A second reason -- if God was omniscient he would not allow it.

(ii) Three brief reasons, 3 marks

•	 Some of the disasters are natural 

•	 Earth is a test 

•	 Suffering allows us to know happiness 

SPG + 2 marks, so it is an intermediate performance - there is general control. 
However, higher levels of accuracy in spelling of key terms and punctuation could 
be expected in this level so it is the lower mark - 2 marks

Examiner Comments

Learn the glossary definitions which are in appendix 4 in the specification.

Examiner Tip
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(a) - This is an example of a candidate who read the questions carefully, understood the 
questions and applied their knowledge well, gaining almost maximum marks.

This is an example of a correct definition.

(b),(c),(d) - This is an example of a candidate who read the questions carefully, understood 
the questions and applied their knowledge well, gaining almost maximum marks. 
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This is an example of a correct definition therefore 2 marks

a) begins with personal opinion (which has to be indicated but does not receive any marks)

Then the candidate gives the reason ‘I don’t think it is necessary. In order to learn right from 
wrong’- this gains one mark as one brief reason.

Then the candidate gives the reason ‘it may give them false opinions’ - this gains one mark as one 
brief reason but then the candidate develops it further by stating how this could create tension. 
2marks

Two correct reasons one developed therefore – 3 marks

b) A numinous experience is defined then the candidate give the reason ’that they believe that 
presence is God’

A miracle is defined and the reason of proving God as powerful

A conversion experience creates devotion developed with example of St Paul leading to believe 

Three ways one developed – 8 marks

Although the maximum marks are reached it is worth noting Praying is given as a fourth reason 
and when it is linked to answered prayers that it answers the question

Using four brief ways is level 4 - which contains 2 marks 7 and 8

The candidates QWC determines the upper or lower mark - not the quality of their RS

A candidate’s communication has to be very poor to get the lower mark - if you struggle to read a 
question because of the language and you think it does not deserve the mark for QWC it should be 
sent to review

In this case the candidate’s communication is understandable so they will get the higher of the 2 
marks within level 4 – 8 Marks

c) (i) A personal opinion is indicated and the candidate provides a reason, ‘a lot of suffering is done 
by moral evil’ this is then supported by the example of war

The second paragraph does not relate to the question (it details a response to evil and suffering)

The third paragraph explains that even if God did cause natural evil often there are benefits to this 
and these do not prove that God does not exist. 

3 marks two developed reasons 

(ii) They prove the world is imperfect and why would God do this (1 brief reason)

The second paragraph God would not create humans that can cause suffering

The third paragraph ends abruptly and indicates that it finishes elsewhere – (therefore you must 
look to see if it has been written elsewhere – we can see that this has been written in the c section)

They complete the third reason stating that suffering suggests God can’t be omnibenevolent

Three brief reasons – 3 marks

SPAG +4 High performance

Candidates spell, punctuate and use the rules of grammar with consistent accuracy and effective 
control of meaning in the context of the demands of the question. 

Examiner Comments
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b) Questions should begin with a statement which identifies that the answer is the candidates own 
opinion. In this case the candidate says ‘I would agree...’

c) Ideally candidates should start a new paragraph with each new reason they give on a c question.

d) Candidates should ensure they clearly identify a religion in d questions, as this is clearly asked for 
in the question

This question is based on section one in the specification each of the sub-questions covers a different 
bullet point within the specification.

Examiner Tip
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Question 2 (a) (b) (c) (d)
Question 2 was a lot less popular with candidates than question 1.

a) This was a glossary definition question about prayer. This question was very well 
answered by candidates; most candidates who did not know the glossary definition were 
able to give an alternative correct answer. Very few only gave an example. The description 
of someone who prays gained no marks.

b) Most candidates were able to state their own opinion and then give a reason for why 
they believed or did not believe God designed the world, however frequently the candidates 
simply described creation which did not answer the question. Better candidates discussed 
the design argument and developed their answers with examples from religious texts or 
science.

c) This question was generally well answered by candidates. The majority of candidates 
were able to explain how a film / programme might affect belief, some able candidates were 
able to link parts of films to the question in a very erudite way. The most popular examples 
included the Simpsons, Bruce Almighty and the News. However it was less well answered 
by candidates who generally described a film / programme they had watched without 
answering the question – i.e. how it might affect belief. Note this question did not require 
reference to any examples of the media.

d) Many candidates answered this question very well; they gave reasons why miracles can 
and cannot happen and were able to develop the argument using several examples from 
the media and religious texts. Many were able to give examples of modern day miracles 
or explain why they thought liberal miracles are God’s work. Weaker responses had not 
understood/ read the question, and detailed a ‘for and against Jesus’ performing miracles.
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This candidate knows glossary key terms and has gained maximum marks in c.
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a) Correct definition therefore 2 marks

b) Two reasons with one developed – 3 marks

No proof that God exists

Science proves – developed with the Big Bang

c) Two developed reasons – 4 marks

•	 Makes them look bad – developed with example of healing for payment

•	 Shows positives developed with what you gain if you believe

d) (i) A developed reason – 2 marks

•	 Science developed with science has explanations for almost everything

(ii) A developed reason – 2 marks

•	 The development comes before the reason in this answer.

Reason no scientific proof – developed praying for a family member being answered.

SPG + 3 marks. It is an intermediate performance - there is general control and some 
use of specialist terms - general control of meaning in the context of the demands of the 
question. Where required, the candidate uses a good range of specialist terms with facility.

Examiner Comments

a) If a candidate changes their mind about which 
question they are doing they should clearly cross 
through work they do not want marked

b) Make sure candidates clearly read the question, 
and do not confuse creation, design and causation.

c) Candidates can gain maximum marks in a number 
of ways. Look carefully at the mark scheme.

d) Candidates should read the questions carefully and 
make sure they focus on the point of the question.

Examiner Tip



GCSE Religious Studies 5RS03 01 17

Question 3 (a)
This question asks for a definition of voluntary euthanasia. Many candidates received partial 
rather than full marks as they failed to include all ‘parts’ of the definition: the person’s 
choice, the person’s death, the person’s illness. 

This question is based on section two in the specification. Each of the sub-questions covers a 
different bullet point within the specification

This is an example of a partially correct answer

This is a partially correct answer - the candidate has not 
given any indication that the person is ill or suffering

Examiner Comments

Definitions should be learnt from the Edexcel glossary

Examiner Tip



18 GCSE Religious Studies 5RS03 01

This is an example of an incorrect answer and 
highlights the need to learn the glossary definitions

Examiner Comments

Correct definition - 2 marks
Examiner Comments

No correct knowledge therefore zero marks.
Examiner Tip
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Question 3 (b) (c) (d)
Question 3 was significantly less popular than question 4. 

b) Most candidates were able to state their own opinion about whether the media should 
be free to criticise matters of life and death. Most used freedom of speech and how it gives 
people a chance to hear another opinion. Some candidates struggled to develop their 
answers and gave examples from other units (e.g. homosexuality and interfaith marriage) 
which could not be credited. Better candidates were able to refer to recent events in the 
media and the issues created by them. 

c) The vast majority of answers to this question about why CAFOD is trying to end world 
poverty were very good and candidates were able to answer either by giving a number of 
Christian reasons, including development using biblical quotes. Lower achieving candidates 
included fewer reasons and relied upon secular rather than religious argument. A significant 
number of candidates simply detailed the work of CAFOD, not the motivation for such 
action, and as a result lost marks. 

d) Candidates were able to give a variety of answers to support both views. Many used 
religious reasons in their responses such as Jesus rose and the teachings on the Bible about 
life after death. In addition they also used examples such as Near Death Experiences and 
mediums. The contrasting reasons included religious freedom and lack of proof and scientific 
advances proving it is impossible.

This is an example of a candidate who gains maximum marks 
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b) Two developed reasons – 4 marks

•	 Freedom of speech developed with how it helps society to run

•	 Readiness for criticism developed with information argument

c) Two developed reasons – 8 marks

•	 Jesus helped the poor- developed with ‘we should be like Jesus’

•	 Jesus taught us that if we help others we will go to heaven – 
developed with the Sheep and the Goats parable

d) (i) Three simple reasons – 3 marks

•	 Jesus rode from the dead

•	 St Paul taught about life after death

•	 It is the apostolic tradition

(ii) Three reasons – 3 marks

•	 Lack of evidence

•	 Soul cannot survive without the body

•	 Religions contradict each other

Examiner Comments

b) Candidates must clearly identify their reason in a b question. It can be for, 
against or can be undecided, as long as the candidate indicates all reasons 
are their own opinion rather than ‘Others may think....’

c) Write each reason in a new paragraph.

d) Development must link to the question and to the reason already given.

Examiner Tip
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An example of a 2 mark answer

b) Two basic reasons – 2 marks

•	 Freedom of speech

•	 Right to criticise if there are problems

Examiner Comments

b) Candidates can develop a reason very easily 
by giving a relevant example or scriptural quote.

Examiner Tip
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Question 4 (a)
Most candidates knew the definition of reincarnation. A few confused it with resurrection and 
gained no marks.

An example of an incorrect answer

Correct answer

Correct definition therefore 2 marks

Examiner Comments

Incorrect definition – defines another 
keyword, therefore scores zero marks

Examiner Comments

Learn the glossary definition from the Edexcel 
specification. It might help to have these visible 
around the classroom for candidates to learn.

Examiner Tip
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Question 4 (b) (c) (d)
b) Candidates were usually able to state the causes of poverty and if they thought that they 
were made by people – examples included debt, war and natural disasters. Most candidates 
were able to give one reason for their opinion, some struggled to think of two developed 
reasons and these were frequently repetitive. Candidates who did less well were those who 
provided responses to poverty such as Jesus told us to help the poor or a simple reason that 
poverty is created by the plenty not sharing. 

c) This question required candidates to explain how Christian beliefs about life after 
death affect the way they live. The vast majority of candidates were able to answer well. 
Candidates should be encouraged to read questions carefully as to what they need to 
include in their response, and justify their answers. The topics covered in this section, life 
after death, euthanasia and abortion, are clearly listed in the specification.

d) Most candidates responded well to the question and were able to state their own opinion 
about whether abortion should always be allowed. Some candidates gave responses which 
ignored the word ‹always› and as such limited the marks that could be awarded.

An example of a candidate who has scored well on b and d but significantly less well on c.
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b) Two reasons with one developed – 3 marks

Caused by earthquakes – developed with example of natural evil

Why would they cause it if they are affected by it?

c) This is description of belief about life after death. The maximum 
that it can be awarded is level 1 – 2 marks

d) (i) Two reasons with one developed – 3 marks

Most loving thing to do, this is developed with saving a mother’s life

Child might be disabled

(ii) Two reasons with one developed – 3 marks

You should not murder, developed with life begins at conception

Everyone has a right to life

Examiner Comments

Candidates should be encouraged to read through 
their work after they have completed it to check that 
they have written what they intended to write.

Examiner Tip



28 GCSE Religious Studies 5RS03 01

An example of were the candidate has gained maximum marks on c and d but failed to 
answer b correctly.

In c they gain maximum marks after the second paragraph meaning the rest of the 
information is not required
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b) No correct knowledge – therefore zero marks

The response is not clear in the effect of humans on poverty.

c) Two developed ways – 8 marks

•	 Live how God wants developed by seek to life like Jesus

•	 Try their best not to sin developed with if they do they will confess.

d) (i) Two reasons with one developed – 3 marks

•	 Cases of rape developed with adoption is not always suitable

•	 Most loving thing to do

(ii) 3 simple reasons – 3 marks

•	 Baby is innocent

•	 Only God takes life

•	 It is like murder

In c they gain maximum marks after the second paragraph meaning 
the rest of the information is not required

Examiner Comments

b) Questions should begin with a statement which 
identifies that the answer is the candidates own 
opinion. In this case the candidate says ‘I would 
agree...’

c) Ideally candidates should start a new paragraph 
with each new reason they give on a c question.

Examiner Tip
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Question 5 (a)
Most candidates knew the glossary definition for a re-constituted family, although a few 
gave descriptions and clearly were not familiar with the term.

This question is based on section three in the specification. Each of the sub-questions covers 
a different bullet point within the specification.

A correct example

An incorrect answer

 

This is an incorrect answer and 
therefore is awarded zero marks

Examiner Comments

Correct definition, therefore 2 marks

Examiner Comments
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Question 5 (b) (c) (d)
Questions 5 and 6 were equally popular with candidates.

b) Most candidates were able to state their own opinion about whether sex outside marriage 
is acceptable. Most gave two reasons either for or against but a few made a distinction 
between extra marital and premarital sex and gave coherent answers where they gave 
reasons explaining why adultery was wrong and premarital sex was acceptable. Less able 
students were not able to think of more than one reason.

c) Most candidates read the question and gave reasons why divorce is allowed. A significant 
number gave reasons why some do not allow it. Some gave reasons for annulment and that 
divorce is allowed if a partner is dead. These received no credit. 

Better candidates were able to explain reasons why divorce is accepted by some Christians 
and they were able to develop the reasons with examples and quotes from scriptures. 

d) There were some excellent answers to this question which clearly held great interest for 
the candidates. Answers were mostly based on religious and sociological ideas surrounding 
the use of contraception such as health, disease and choice. The best answers to this 
question discussed issues such as natural and artificial contraception and the different 
opinions on when life begins.  Many responses incorrectly detailed that Catholics are 
permitted to procreate only for unity. 

An example of a level 3 - 6 mark response.
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b) One brief reason and one developed reason – 3 marks

•	 It is adultery

•	 Sex is to start a family developed sex outside of marriage is a sin

c) Two reasons with one developed – level 3-6 marks

•	 Jesus allowed divorce, developed with the example of how he permitted it for adultery

Catholic point is incorrect and is ignored

•	 Better to divorce than suffer

Unfaithfulness is a repeat of the previous statement on adultery and is not credited

d) (i) Three simple reasons – 3 marks

•	 All forms of artificial contraception are a sin

•	 Stops procreation

•	 Stops what is natural

(ii) Two reasons one developed – 3 marks

•	 Sex is for love is the development with the reason being stops disease

•	 Women take the pill for issues other than sex

Examiner Comments

Candidates should practice developing reasons. This 
can be done in class by pairing candidates, asking 
them each to write a reason and swap with each 
other to develop the reason. 

Examiner Tip
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Question 6 (a)
Most candidates knew the glossary definition of re-marriage. Those who did not were usually 
able to define it using alternative wording. 

This question is based on section three in the specification: each of the sub-questions covers 
a different bullet point within the specification.

 Candidates should learn the Edexcel 
glossary definitions which are in 
Appendix 4 in the specification.

Examiner Comments

Correct definition, therefore 2 marks

Examiner Comments

Candidates should learn the Edexcel glossary definitions 
which are in Appendix 4 in the specification.

Examiner Tip
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Question 6 (b) (c) (d)
Question 6 was an equally popular choice with question 5.

b) This was answered well and most candidates were able to state their own opinion 
about whether attitudes to homosexuality have changed and most linked their reasons to 
modern understanding of homosexuality or scriptural teachings about homosexuality. Many 
responses detailed the role of the media and celebrities to illustrate the change in attitude.

c) Many candidates showed a good knowledge of the purposes of marriage. Some 
candidates were not able to link these to the marriage ceremony and therefore, despite 
clearly having the knowledge required, could not get maximum marks. Other candidates 
referred to pre-marriage courses, which were not part of the question.

d) Most candidates were able to give reasons backing their view about whether divorce is 
bad for family life in di) and reasons for an alternative view in dii). More able candidates 
quickly realised this was not a ‘for and against’ divorce question. They responded to the 
question as it was posed and they used examples to support their opinion.  Poorer candidate 
responses simply gave arguments for and against divorce and made no reference to family 
life.

Development in b and 3 simple reasons in c. D makes a clear reference to the question 
about divorce being bad for family life.
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This is an example of how b is developed in detail, but c has a mixture of 
development and simple.

b) Two developed reasons – 4 marks

•	 No longer a crime, developed with rights to civil partnership

•	 Widely celebrated world wide – developed with pride and parades

C) Two reasons, one developed – 6 marks

•	 Readings show love and unity

•	 Vows to each other – developed by ‘shows purpose of trust and loyalty’

d) (i) 3 simple reasons – 3 marks

•	 Loose guidance of both parents

•	 Can cause conflict

•	 Children may take sides

(ii) Two reasons, one developed, 3 marks

•	 Argue all the time – most loving thing to do

•	 Better for children if parents get along better

Examiner Comments

b) Candidates should separate their two reasons 
by using a new paragraph for each one.

d) Candidates can use development and examples 
in d sub-questions to improve their answers.

Examiner Tip
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A c response that fails to answer the question set

 

c) a brief way – 2 marks

Rings show together forever

Examiner Comments

c) Candidates will be able to check they 
have written sufficient to gain full marks 
by using a paragraph for each reason.

Examiner Tip
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Question 7 (a)
Most candidates knew the glossary definition for religious freedom and were awarded full 
marks. However, some candidates used the definition for religious pluralism and gained no 
marks

Correct definition - 2 marks

Examiner Comments

Candidates need to know the key terms not 
only because of the (a) questions but also 
because the other sub-questions require them.

Examiner Tip
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Question 7 (b) (c) (d)
Question 7 was an equally popular choice with question 8.

It was noticeable that many responses here were incomplete; candidates should be advised 
to spend about 20 minutes on each question.

b) Better candidates were able to answer this question about equal rights in religion, using 
both the information they had been taught and their personal experience. Lower scoring 
responses confused equal rights in religion with equal rights in society, and gained no 
marks. 

c) Most candidates responded well to this question and were able to use their knowledge 
of different Christian attitudes to other religions, using terminology such as inclusivism, 
pluralism and exclusivist. Some developed their reasons using biblical quotes. However, 
some candidates did not answer this question or were unable to give more than one 
accurate reason.

d) Most candidates were able to respond to the quote about whether conversion is desirable, 
but many were unable to use scripture or evidence to support their reasons. Many confused 
the different attitudes of religions to conversion.

Some candidates did not refer to Catholic Christianity. Once again, it needs to be 
emphasised that in part (d) questions candidates should check that they have included a 
reference to Roman Catholic Christianity.

Some candidates were able to give their own opinion and reasons for it but were unable to 
explain why others might disagree with their opinion. It is important that for d) questions 
candidates are encouraged to fully discuss both their own opinions and reasons for them and 
those opinions that other people might hold.

A good example of a high scoring answer let down by lack of reference to Roman Catholic 
Christianity.



42 GCSE Religious Studies 5RS03 01



GCSE Religious Studies 5RS03 01 43

b) Two reasons with one developed – 3 marks

•	 It is sexist’ is the reason developed with religions promoting equality

•	 God treated women with respect’ – it is not developed by the additional ‘now they are equal.’

c) Two developed reasons – 8 marks

•	 Begins with one developed reason for exclusivist; however they do repeat the development 
on the top of the second page

•	 There is only one true path to God but other religions have different paths developed by 
multiple rooms in Father’s house.

There is further reading, but the candidate has reached the maximum 8 marks.

d) (i) Three simple reasons 3 marks

•	 They already do this -- ‘teaching people similarities’ 

•	 States an example of ‘differences ‘

•	 It is the role of individuals to make it happen

d) (ii) has no reference to RC, so zero marks

Examiner Comments

Candidates should use examples as development in c sub-questions.

Remember to read through your work after you have completed it to check 
that you have written what you intended to write and that you cannot add 
anything else to your answers. In part (d) questions you should check that 
you have included a reference to Roman Catholic Christianity.

Examiner Tip
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A b and c that has little knowledge or understanding

b) One Brief reason – 1 mark

Jesus taught everyone is equal (Matthew 23.8) 

c) This response is simply paraphrasing the question it 
is not answering it – no relevant reasons – Zero marks

Examiner Comments

Read each question carefully

Examiner Tip
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Question 8 (a)
Most candidates knew the glossary definition for prejudice. A few candidates gained no 
marks as they defined discrimination instead.

This is a partially correct answer – therefore 1 mark

This is an incorrect answer

An incorrect definition gains zero marks

Examiner Comments

Partially correct as it details a prejudice based on race – therefore 1 mark

Examiner Comments

This is the easiest way to get full marks 
on (a) - learn the glossary definitions.

Examiner Tip
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Question 8 (b) (c) (d)
This question is based on section four in the specification. Each of the sub-questions covers 
a different bullet point within the specification.

Questions 8 and 7 were equally popular with candidates.

It was noticeable that many responses here were not complete; candidates should be 
advised to spend about 20 minutes on each question

b) Most candidates were able to state their own opinion as to whether living in a multi-faith 
society reduces racism using both the information they had been taught and their personal 
experience. Lower scoring responses confused ‘multi-faith’ with ‘multi-ethnic’ and gained no 
marks. 

c) This question was well answered by candidates who had been clearly taught about 
interfaith marriages and could understand the issues raised.

d) Some candidates left this question blank as they had clearly run out of time. Most 
candidates were able to respond to the quote. Many had obviously been taught community 
cohesion very well and they were able to reason why the government should do more. 
Weaker responses were very one sided and failed to include a religious response.

A c answer with three reasons, one developed
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Three reasons, one developed 

•	 It can cause problems for the family – they then develop 
with example of which faith to raise the child in.

•	 A difference in morals affects the couple

•	 The problem over which ceremony to have.

In this case the candidate’s communication is understandable so 
they will get the higher of the 2 marks within level 4 - 8 Marks

Examiner Comments

c) Candidates should use examples as 
development in c sub-questions

Examiner Tip
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A mixed answer with 1/4 in b yet 8/8 in c and no reference to Roman Catholic Christianity in 
d.
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b) A brief reason – 1 mark

The candidate has mixed up multi faith and multi ethnic - however in the final sentence they 
make reference to races coming into conflict with each other

c) Two reasons with one developed is level 3

•	 Starts with definition of interfaith marriage which is not worthy of any credit.

•	 Brief reason given ‘couple would not know which type of ceremony to have’ an example is 
given but it does not develop the answer any further

•	 Second reason is the religion of children this is developed by stating that this could create 
arguments in families and even divorce

The final section about sham marriage it does not explain why interfaith marriage is a problem

In this case the candidate’s communication is understandable so they will get the higher of the 
2 marks within level 3 - 6 Marks

d) (i) Two reasons one developed – 3 marks

•	 ‘people are free to make their own decisions’ – developed with they should not be forced

•	 converting could be seen as a sin – one simple reason

(ii) One simple reason

•	 converting means you can learn more –– This response does not have any reference to RC 
religion so cannot go beyond 3 marks in total

Examiner Comments

b) Candidates can develop a reason very easily by giving a 
relevant example or scriptural quote.

c) Candidates will be able to check they have written sufficient 
to gain full marks by using a paragraph for each reason.

d) Candidates must ensure that at least on reason on a d  
sub-question must be religious

Examiner Tip
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Paper Summary
Based on their performance on this paper, candidates should:

•	 Make a choice of two questions per section, each as four sub questions, candidates 
can either attempt the sub-questions in the top questions (odd numbers) or the sub-
questions in the bottom question (even numbered). Candidates who choose questions 
form a mixture of the top and bottom questions will not receive marks for all their 
questions and as such are at a clear disadvantage.

•	 Indicate which question they have answered by crossing in a square at the top of the 
paper. Some candidates did not do this. They should be reminded to do this as part of 
examination preparation.

•	 Look at the space on the examination paper. The amount of lines given is more than 
adequate for candidates to achieve maximum marks; there is no need for candidates to 
write more than this.  If candidates write more than can be inserted into the allocated 
space they are using up too much time on that particular question and inevitably will 
place themselves at a disadvantage later in the paper. Almost all the candidates who 
used extra paper had already achieved maximum marks of that question. Any candidate 
who needs extra space can use that space allocated to other questions as long as they 
clearly indicate on their paper that this is what they have done.

•	 Think of the timing. There were a number of candidates who did not complete the final 
section this year due to timing difficulties. Candidates should be encouraged to spend 
about twenty minutes per question, leaving ten minutes to check through work at the 
end of the paper. 

•	 Write using a black pen, this is important so that clear images are reproduced.
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Grade Boundaries
Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx
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